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^^t[ an,, inquiry « " 

» *• * a — over ft. con—ion - 
ThUnB *~= ft. consuls and 4= inquire, in response to ft. 

consultant responding to the inquiry. 

2. (Original) Jhe method of claim 1, wherein the communication, network comprises the 

internet. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of establishing the resource 
exchanged between the consultant and the inquirer. 

4 (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the step of establishing the resource comprises 
the step of establishing the resource by one of the consultant, the inquirer, and the provider. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the step of establishing the resource comprises • 
the step of negotiating the resource between the inquirer and the consultant. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of establishing a profile of the 
consultant or the inquirer. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of verifying the profile of the 
consultant. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of establishing a profile of 
the consultant or the inquirer, and verifying the profile of the consultant or the inquirer. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1. further comprising the step of matching a consultant with 
an inquirer based upon a pre-established profile of at least one of the consultant and the inquirer. 
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10. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of 
establishing a profile of the consultant, and 
matching the inquirer with the consultant based on the profile. 

U. (Original) The method ofclaiml, further comprising the steps of 
establishing a profile of the consultant, 
establishing a profile of the inquirer, and 
atching the inquirer with the consultant based on the established profiles. 



mat 



12 (Currently Amended) In a communications network having a client machine ^ V™* » 
Lethod for responding to an inquiry by an inquirer in exchan g e for a resource, said method 

A^r^rr „ resourre rvrtinnpMMe for i r^pons* tn an mquury, 

P rovidingjhe[[ an]] inquirer with acc eSS to the communications network to funushjhejr 

anil inquiry that requires Jhg[[ a]] response, 

P roviding_the[[ a]] consultant with access to the communication network for responding 

to the inquiry of the inquirer, and t 

exchangingjhe[[ a]] resource between the consultant and the inquirer in response to the 

consultant responding to the inquiry. 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for responding to an inquiry by an inquirer in exchange for 

an established resource, comprising 

n H^rmina^n fe rity fh, determining a resource excMmpp-nhle for a response 

to an inquiry. 

an inquiry facility for providing an inquirer havingJhstf an]] inquiry that requires j&c[[ 
a]] response, 

a consultant facility for providing a consultant for responding to the inquiry of the 
inquirer, and 

an exchange facility for exchangingjhe[[ a]] resource between the consultant and the 
inquirer in response to the consultant responding to the inquiry. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, further comprising a communications network for 
allowing the consultant to respond to the inquiry. 
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,5. (Ordinal) Th eS y Sl ec,ofc.ai m 14, W he«in*=co m »u»=aUonsn eW o*co m pns eSt he 

internet, 

1«. (Original, The system of claim 13, fcrta comprising means for establishing a profile of 

the consultant or the inquirer. 

17. (Original)' The system of claim 16, further comprising means for verifying the profile of the 
consultant. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 13, father comprising means for allowing the inquirer to 
specify the profile of the consultant. 

19 roriginal) The system of claim 13, further comprising a matching facility for matching a 
consult, with an inquirer based upon a pre-established proMe of a. leas, one of the consul, 
and the inquirer, 

20 (Original) The system of claim 1 9, wherein said matching facility comprises 

means for establishing a profile of at least one of the consultant and the inquirer, and 
means for matching Hie inquirer with the consultant based on the profile. 

21 (Currently Amended) In a communications network, a business method for responding to 
an inquiry by an inquirer in exchange for a resource in order to facilitate response to the inquiry, 
said method comprising the steps of 

determining * resource exchangea b le for a response to an inquiry* 
accepung_the[[ an]] inquiry from an inquirer that requires a response, 
allowing a consultant to respond to the inquiry of the inquirer, and 
providing for on exchange of the resource between the consultant and the inquirer in 
response to the consultant responding to the inquiry, 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising the step of establishing the resource 
exchanged between the consultant and the inquirer. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the step of establishing the resource comprises 
the step of establishing the resource by at least one of the consultant, the inquirer, and the 
provider. 
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24. (Original) The -.hod of claim 21. farther comprising the step of ****** • P™«= * 
at least one of the consultant and the inquirer. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 21. fate comprising -he m* of verify!.* *• »'° fll8 ° f 

the consultant. 

26. (Original) The method of daim 21, further comprising the step of allowing the inquirer ,0 
specify the profile of the consultant. 

27 (Original) The method of c.aim21, further comprising the step of matching ; . consultant 
"th an inciter based upon a pre-established profile of « leas, one of the consultant and the 

inquirer. 

■J 8 (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising ths steps of 

establishing a profile of at least one of the consultant and the inquirer, and 
matching the inquirer with the consultant based on the profile. 
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